
Melanie L. Phillips

Contact
Information

210 Barrows Hall E-mail: melaniephillips@berkeley.edu
Department of Political Science Website: http://melanielphillips.com/
University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA 94720

Education University of California, Berkeley, Berkeley, California 2014 - Expected: May 2022

PhD Candidate, Political Science Subfields: Comparative Politics and Political Behavior

University of California, Berkeley, Berkeley, California 2016

M.A., Political Science.

University of California, San Diego, La Jolla, California 2014

B.A., International Studies; Political Science with Honors

Research
Interests – Party Politics

– Women in Politics

– Candidate Selection

– Field Experiments

– Elite Interviews

– Survey Experiments

Book Arriola, Leonardo R. Martha C. Johnson, and Melanie L. Phillips, editors. 2021. Women and
Power in Africa: Aspiring, Campaigning, and Governing. Oxford Studies in African Politics and
International Relations. Oxford University Press.

Publications Arriola, L. R., Choi, D. D., Davis, J. M., Phillips, M. L., Rakner, L. (2021). Paying to party:
Candidate resources and party switching in new democracies. Party Politics, 1354068821989563

M. Johnson, M. Phillips (2019). Gender Politics. In Gabrielle Lynch and Peter VonDoep (Eds.),
Routledge Handbook of Democratization in Africa. London: Routledge Press. (with M. Johnson)

L. Arriola, L. Rakner, and M. Phillips (2021). Same Rules, Higher Costs: Womens Pathways to
Candidacy in Zambia. In L. Arriola, M. Johnson, M. Phillips (Eds.), Women and Power in Africa:
Aspiring, Campaigning, and Governing in New Democracies. Forthcoming from Oxford University
Press

Under Review Honig, L., Ferree, K., Lust, E., and Phillips, M. Land and Legibility: When do Citizens Expect
Secure Property Rights in Weak States? Pre-Analysis Plan R&R at American Political Science
Review

Family Matters: Gendered Candidate Selection by Party Gatekeepers. Pre-Analysis Plan

Other Works Phillips, (2020). Partnership Lessons 5: Malawi Taxes for Public Services with the Institute for
Public Opinion and Research. EGAP Featured Resources

Work in
Progress The Recommendations of Gatekeepers Pre-Analysis Plan

http://melanielphillips.com/
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/women-and-power-in-africa-9780192898074?prevNumResPerPage=20&prevSortField=8&resultsPerPage=20&sortField=8&type=listing&facet_narrowbybinding_facet=Hardback&lang=en&cc=dk
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/women-and-power-in-africa-9780192898074?prevNumResPerPage=20&prevSortField=8&resultsPerPage=20&sortField=8&type=listing&facet_narrowbybinding_facet=Hardback&lang=en&cc=dk
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1354068821989563?casa_token=b-HYeKtX-1YAAAAA%3Agwc8BFkOLpOkWzItO9QYth8QdaMmPdhzavTHt8BnWGlCj94Qywzx39x-Dq0wxyCSWm50XryMmWB-AQ
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1354068821989563?casa_token=b-HYeKtX-1YAAAAA%3Agwc8BFkOLpOkWzItO9QYth8QdaMmPdhzavTHt8BnWGlCj94Qywzx39x-Dq0wxyCSWm50XryMmWB-AQ
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Democratization-in-Africa/Lynch-VonDoepp/p/book/9780367783839
https://osf.io/mxq6d
https://osf.io/rzje9
https://egap.org/resource/partnership-lessons-5-malawi-taxes-for-public-services-with-the-institute-for-public-opinion-and-research/
https://egap.org/resource/partnership-lessons-5-malawi-taxes-for-public-services-with-the-institute-for-public-opinion-and-research/
https://osf.io/rzje9


Women's Household Bargaining Power and Abortion Policy Preferences: Evidence from Zambian
Politicians (with L. Arriola, J. Davis, D. Choi, and L. Rakner)

Partisanship, Gender, and the Structure of Politician Networks in Zambia (with L. Arriola, J. Davis,
D. Choi, and L. Rakner)

Fellowships The Research Council of Norway; Political Transformation in African Cities ($930,000) 2021
NSF Political Science Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant ($23,000) 2019
John L. Simpson Memorial Research Fellowship ($15,000) 2019
Smart Fellowship ($5,000) 2018
Rocca Fellowship ($6,000) 2017, 2018
Boren Fellowship (Declined) 2017
Regents Fellowship - University of California, Berkeley 2014, 2015
Department of Political Science Fellowship 2014, 2015
Florence Staiger Lonn; Education Grant 2014
McNair Summer Fellowship 2013

Honors and
Awards

Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Fall 2016
University of California, San Diego: Honors in International Studies; Political Science. June, 2014

Invited
Presentations

“Survey and Experimental Methods.” Bergen Exchanges on Law & Social Transformation 2019
“Party Building and Politician Defection.” Bergen Exchanges on Law & Social Transformation 2019

Conference
Presentations American Political Science Association Annual Meeting 2016; 2017; 2019; 2020

African Studies Association Annual Meeting 2016; 2019; 2020

Teaching
Experience Instructor African Politics Spring 2021

Instructor Women and Politics in Comparative Perspective Summer 2019; Spring 2020;
Summer 2020; Fall 2020; Summer 2021; Fall 2021

Graduate Student Instructor Gender and International Human Rights Spring 2018; Fall
2016

Graduate Student Instructor Introduction to Comparative Politics Spring 2017

Mentor Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship Program Spring 2019

Mentor Smart Mentor Program 2018

Mentor The Undergraduate Research Apprentice Program 2018-2021

Research
Experience Research Assistant

Dean’s Office: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in the Social Sciences 2020

Program on Security Institutions and Violent Instability (Minerva) 2016 - 2020



Enhancing African Studies Curriculum Project 2016 - 2017

Political Accountability in Patronage Democracies by Jennifer Bussell 2016 - 2017

Technological
Skills

Computer Programming: Python; R; STATA
Applications: QGIS; ArcMap; Qualtrics; LATEX;NVivo; Weebly (Website Builder); Windows

Service Editorial Assistant Africa Spectrum 2019 - present
Graduate Student Representative Admissions Committee 2017-2018
Coordinator Women in Political Science, UC Berkeley 2016-2017
Member Pi Sigma Alpha; American Political Science Association; African Politics Conference
Group; African Studies Association; Women in Politics


